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With 123 species of birds recorded, this was the best year since 1991 when 125
species were seen. Also six new species visited the area. These were Bewick
Swan , Little Stint, Grey Phalarope (the star bird of 97 and seen by many
birders), Artic Skua, Wood Warbler and Nuthatch. The list now stands at 172
since records began. '
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Birds of Sheepwash Urban Park 1997

1. GREAT CRESTED GREBE :- ?00[1’66}95 Cristatus
Status : A regular breeding species

Recorded in every month , with just single birds at times during the winter perieds.
A maximum of 10 birds were seen on the 22nd of March. 3 pairs attempted to nest,
2 pairs were successful raising a total of 3 young. Breeding palrs have again gone
down from 5 pairs in 1995 to 4 pairs in 1996.

Alack of suitable breeding sites and disturbance are the main problem. The
reedbeds around pumphouse pool are not really large enough and the wire netting
around them makes access difficult for breeding pairs. Nests are tending to be built
in exposed spots on the island edges on pumphouse pool.

2. LITTLE GREBE :- Tachybaptus ruficollis
Status : Increasing breeding species.Also recorded in every month,but can
disappear in the winter months.

An excellent breeding season with 5 pairs nesting,some having second broods.
The three Rose Lane paddock pools were all used for nesting as was Pump House
pool but not Johns Lane fishing pool or the North pool (long pool)which is also
used by fishermen.

3. CORMORANT :- Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Status: Recorded annually in small numbers, with most records relatmg to birds

flying over.

Recorded from March to May and from August to Oct. and Dec. Mosﬁy flyovers
although singles did drop in from time to time. Maximum-rumbers were in August
to September namely 12, 26/8. 14 2/9.13,8/9.5,9/9 and a record count of 21 on, :
28/9.
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4. GREY HERON :- Ardea cinerea
Status: Recorded throughout the year, although numbers vary

Recorded daily althéugh a maximum of 6 being down on the last two years .
(12in 1996 & 8 in 1995). One pair seemed to be hangmg around together this
year but no nesting activity was seen.

5. MUTE SWAN :- Cygnus olor
Status : Resident. Attempts to breed most years

Recorded every month. 1 pair nested unsuccessfully. A maximum of 19 birds
were seen on the 2nd of February.

6. BEWICK SWAN :- ! lI

Cygnus columbianus
Status :FIRST RECORD FOR
THE PARK

" Eleven flew in on the afternoon
of the 20th of Dec. in thick fog
and were held down until the :
late morning of the 21st of Dec.
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7. WHOOPER SWAN:- Cygnus cygnus
Status : Very scarce feral visitor

Just one feral visitor on the 5th of Oct.

8. PINK- FOOTED GOOSE :- Anser brachyriynchus
Status : Rare mainly feral visitor

A flock of 60 birds flew over calling loudly on the 25th of January and one
feral bird was with Canada geeese on the 14th & 15th of Sept.
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9. GREYLAG GOOSE :- Anser anser
Status : Scarce feral visitor not recorded annually

Just one feral bird on the 6th of April.

10. CANADA GOOSE :-
Branta Canadensis

Status :Common resident breeder.
Breed successfully. ‘

A total of 45 goslings were present on
the 21st of May. A maximum of 400 +
birds were seen on the 19th Of Aug,
but roosting numbers seemed down
over the winter period compared to othe
the 22nd November. ’

ere noted on

11. BARNACLE GOOSE :-Branta [eucopsis
Status : Scarce feral visitor

Just two records on the 6th of January and the 13th of June, both single
birds. '

12. SHELLDUCK :- Tadorna tac[oma_

Status : Recorded almost annually in small numbers
A pair were seen on the 18th of March and 2 birds on the 8th of August.

13. WIGEON :- Anas penelope
Status : Scarce but fairly regular winter
visitor in small numbers averaging 2-3
records per annum. Largest party
recorded has been of 5 birds in 1986.

Just one record of 3 birds on the 27th of
September.




14. GADWALL :- Anas Strepera
Status : Scarce visitor not annual. Largest party recorded has been of six birds
in 1994.

One record of 14 birds , of which 7 were drakes on the 20th November.

15. TEAL:- Anas crecca

Status : Regular winter visitor in small numbers. Mainly present from early
August to the end of April.

Earliest recorded arrival: 4th July 1994, 95& 96 & 97 !

Latest recorded departure : 11th May 1996.

Monthlymaxima: J F M A M J J A S O N D

507 50730 11 - = 2 1 1519 23 27
Numbers were down slightly on last years figures for the period Oct-Dec.
First and last'dates were 4th July & the 24th of April.

16. MALILARD :- Anas platyriynchos
Status : Common resident

4 or 5 broods noted in April and June. Under recorded. A count of 12 on the
1st of Nov. is surely on the low side.

17. SHOVELER :- Anus Clypeata.

Status : Formally quite a scarce visitor, but now a regular winter visitor.

Largest party recorded is 11 birds in 1996.

Monthlymaxima: J F M A M J J A S O N D
G - - - 2 1 - 1 8 8

Last date 1st of March, and retuned on the 12th of July.

18. POCHARD :- Aythya ferina

Status : Regular winter visitor in small numbers.Mainly present from mid

October to late March.

Monthlymaxima J F M A M J J A S O N D

26 10 14 ——mmrverereeceeeees 3 3 14
Numbers were well down on 1995 & '96; either reflecting a lack of food in pump
house pool or a mild winter. ---5---




19. TUFTED DUCK :- Aythya fuligula
Status : Resident.Breeds in small numbers most years.

Monthlymaxima J F M A M J J A S O N D

16 8 12 14 2 9 17 Nocount2 8 7
Numbers well down October to December.There were more ducks in Victoria
Park,Tipton than here,again reflecting a lack of food ?Four broods were seen in
July &August.

20. GOOSANDER :- Mergus merganser
Status :Extremely scarce visitor

S
First record 21/11/93.Only the second record, 3 flew over on 12th of December.

21. RUDDY DUCK :- Oxyura jamaicensis
Status : Scarce visitor

Just singles seen between 4th June & 17th August but 3 drakes on 13th June

22. SPARROWHAWK :- Accipiter nisus
Status : Resident,probably breeding locally

1 pair resident in the area, breeding success unknown.

23. BUZZARD :- Buteo buteo

Status :Very scarce visitor

Two previous records - 1 an escape in 1988 & 1 wild bird on 1st November 1995.
1 flew through and seezlﬁby a crow on 8th April.

24. KESTREL:- Falco tinnun.culus

Status : Resident . Generally breeding within the park.

1 or 2 pairs resident in the area. 3 birds seen together on 7th March & 3

probably 1 adult & 2 juveniles on 2nd October. .

25. MERLIN: - Falco columbarius
Status : Extremely scarce visitor.5 records,
the first in Oct. 89

L on the 13th December. Flew straight
through.
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26. HOBBY:- Falco subbuteo
Status: Scarce passage migrant, recorded annually since 1986. Peak months
are May and June.

1 on the 11th & 12th of May.

27. PEREGRINE :- Falco peregrmus
Status: Scarce visitor. Five previous records.

2 records. 1 on 12th of October & 1 on 29th of October.:

28. RED -LEGGED PARTRIDGE :- Alectoris rufa -
Status : Formally a frequent resident species, has shown a serious decline
over the past few years.

One bird calling on three dates:- 21/3, 1/4 & 25/4 shows that the 'spééiés is
still not quite extinct in thc area.

29. WATERRAIL :- Rallus aquaticus
Status : Regular winter visitor in small numbers. Mainly present from mid
October to late March.

Up to two birds were seen in both winter periods, usually around Rose Lane
pool or electric pylon pool. Last date was 21st of February and returned on
28th of September.

30. MOORHEN :- Gallinula cﬁ[oropus
Status : Resident

Birds were seen on all pools.4 broods were noted on 27/7

31. COOT:- Fulica atra
Status: Common resident

Under recorded, but numbers seemed to be down in December.




32. OYSTERCATCHER :-
Haematopus ostralegus

Status : Scarce but usually annual visitor
averaging on or two records a year.

One on 7th March& 26th April, then two on
29th april and finally a single on 20th
December.

33. LITTLE RINGED PLOVER :- Charadrius dubius
Status : Regular summer visitor, with one or two pairs breeding most years, but
declining lately with increased disturbance and lack of habitat.

Monthly maxima: JJ FMAM J J
------- 1 4 3 2 3 e
Arrival date 22nd March. Last date 11th August.
A pair attempted to nest on Pump House Pool island and a pair may have nested

again on Autobase, as an adult and a juvenile were seen on Pump house on 29th
June.

34. GOLDEN PLOVER :- Pluvialuis apricaria
Status : Scarce but annual visitor, occasinally occuring in large flocks

None were seen until one on 26th August and then small numbers were seen
on the following dates:-

1,30/9. 9, 15/11. 1 from 7th until 10th December . 13 on 12/12 and finally 1,
20/12.

35. LAPWING :-Vanellus vanellus
Status: Resident and regular winter visitor

Monthlymaxima: J F M A M J J A S O N D

6 4 4 9 8 11 40 37 47 8
‘Two pairs nested. One pair had young on 25th June but all chicks lost by 29th
June. There is still a lot of disturbance of nesting birds by crows, magpies, canada
geese and children. Also a heavy predation of young by foxes, magpies and
CTOWS. a8



36. LITTLE STINT :-
Calidris minuta
Status : The first record for the park

One on the 6th of October.

37. DUNLIN:- Calidris alpina
Status: Regular visitor in small numbers

Birds were recorded during the year as follows:-
1,18/4. 1, 26/4. 1, 7/5.

Return passage- 2, 17/7. 1, 9/8. 2, 21/10.

Finally 1, 4/11.

38. JACK SNIPE :- Lymnocryptes minimus
Status : Regular visitor in small numbers

One was noted regularly from January to 1st of March and then up to 2 from
28th of November until the years end.

39. COMMON SNIPE:- Gallinago gallinago
Status: Common winter visitor and passage migrant

Monthlymaxima: J F M A M J J A § O N D
5 4 17 8 - - - 1 5 5

Last seen on 28th April and
returned on 25th August. '
Numbers of snipe have been
relatively steady in the last three
years, but 33 on 13th of
December was the highest count
since January 1991.
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40. WOODCOCK :- Scolopax rusticola
Status : Uncommon winter visitor

Up to 2 were seen in January on five dates and 1 seen on 13th of February was-
the last of the season. Two returned on 20th of November and finally one was
seen on 16th December.

41. CURLEW :- Numenius arquata
Status : Scarce but virtually an annual visitor

Just one record of a fly over on 24th of February.

42. Redshank:-T7inga i :
totanus e A
Status : Scarce but annual visitor 3 "
averaging 4-6 records per annum

Four records of single birds on 10th, -
18th, 22nd,and 31st of March.

43. GREENSHANK :- Tringa nebularia
Status: Scarce passage migrant recorded most years in small numbers

One bird reported in each passage period on 18th of May and 12th August.

44. GREEN SANDPIPER :- Actitus Aypoleucos
Status :Scarce passage migrant

One on 7th of April was the only record.

sl




45. COMMON SANDPIPER :- Actitus Aypoleucos
Status:Regular spring and autumn passage migrant in small numbers

The arrival dates are getting earlier and earlier. This year one arrived on 5th
April and the last was seen on 23rd of September.

--------------- 1 0

46. GREY PHALAROPE : - % :
. Phalaropus fulicarius .
Status: FIRST RECORD FOR THE PARK. A
scarce autumn and early winter visitor, usually

storm driven in the Midlands.
The star bird of the year was well seen by many

people and photograghed on 25th August.
(L. C Whitehouse) Picture: Keith Stone.

47. ARTIC SKUA :- Stercorarius parasiticus :
Status : FIRST RECORD FOR THE PARK.Scarce passage migrant in )

the Midlands.

Also seen on 25th August but unfortunately flew straight through.(1. C
Whitehouse).

48.  BLACK-HEADED GULL :- Larus ridibundus
Status : Common winter visitor, scarcer during the summer

Recorded every month with a maximum of 140 on 21st July.
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49. COMMON GULL:- Larus canus
Status : Scarce but annual visitor in small

numbers.

All dates are shown: JANUARY 3 on Ist,
7 on 4th, 9on 11th, 6 on 12th.
FEBRUARY 1 on 2nd and 1 on 27th. No
more were reported until one on 7th

December.It appears that hard weather is
needed to bring them in.

50. LESSER BLACK BACKED GULL:- Larus fuscus
Status : Regular winter visitor, scarcer in the summer

Recorded in every month with a maximum of 160 on 4th December.

Monthly Maxima: J F M A M J J A S O N D
100 4 17 2 10 40 20 32 5 22 N.C 160

51.  HERRING GULL :- Larus aragentatus
Status : Regular winter visitor in small numbers

Monthlymaxima: J F M A M J J A S O N D
50 7 1 1 i 00 1 0 0 & 27

52. GREAT BLACK- BACKED GULL:- Larus marinus

Status : Scarce but annual visitor averaging five records per year

This year just one adult on 9th, 13th, 28th, and 31st of December.

53. COMMON TERN :- Sterna hirundo
Status : Scarce annual visitor in small numbers averaging 4 or 5 records per year

Three on 26th May were the first for the year, then just singles in June. A pair
arrived on 3rd July and were regularly seen until 30th July, occasionally displaying
to each other. In August only singles were seen until 9th , the final record.
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